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MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM 

1st FLOOR, ONE CIVIC CENTER 
7447 E. INDIAN SCHOOL ROAD 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005 

5:00PM 
 

 
PRESENT: Art DeCabooter, Chairman 
  Christina Kovach, Vice-chair 
  Carla 
  Erik Filsinger 
  Joan Fudala 
  Melinda Gulick (arrived at 5:08 p.m.) 
  Jerry Miller   
  Linda Whitehead 
  Solange Whitehead (arrived at 5:13 p.m.) 
 
ABSENT: Virginia Korte 
  Arnold Roy 
 
STAFF: Don Meserve, Preservation Manager 
  Claire Miller, McDowell Sonoran Preserve Manager 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
  Patti Fenner, Tonto National Forest 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman DeCabooter called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m., noting the presence of a 
quorum.   
 
2.  POSSIBLE ACTION:  APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2005 MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead clarified that in the last full paragraph on page 4, the 
sentence should read: "She asked whether threatening species were approaching the 
northern part of the preserve from the Tonto National Forest." 
 
Commissioner Carla noted that on the first page in the corrections to the August 4, 2005 
minutes, the following change is needed: the two occurrences of "MSLP" should be 
replaced with the correct initials, "MSLT." 
 
Commissioner Fudala noted that on page 5, first full paragraph, her intent was to say 
that the issue would need to be communicated clearly, concisely and carefully.  The first 
sentence should read: "Commissioner Fudala noted that residents near Natural Area 
Open Space may feel that they too are exposed to the danger of wildfire." 
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Commissioner Miller corrected plant names in the second paragraph under the heading" 
"What to do about noxious plants in and around the preserve." These are Red Brome 
Grass instead of redbroom grass and Buffle Grass instead of Buffalo Grass. 
 
Commissioner Miller noted that in the final paragraph on page 3, the sentence should 
read  "Most other western states have extensive Tamarisk removal programs." 
 
COMMISSIONER FUDALA MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2005 MEETING. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER MILLER AND CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF 7 
(SEVEN) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
3.  DISSCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION:  WHAT TO DO ABOUT NOXIOUS 
 PLANTS FROM ALL SOURCES IN AND OUTSIDE THE PRESERVE  
 
Commissioner Miller asked whether Commissioner Carla's motion at the September 1, 
2005, meeting should be put on the table prior to discussion.  Commissioner Carla 
stated that it would be good to hear from staff, have a discussion and then perhaps 
make a new motion.  
 
Commissioner Miller introduced Ms. Fenner of the Tonto National Forest, who is the 
botanist in charge of the noxious weeds removal control program.   
 
Ms. Fenner presented an overview of the Tonto National Forest's noxious plant removal 
efforts.  Malta Star Thistle is one of the most invasive weeds at the lower elevations.  
Red Brome Grass is everywhere, and enabled this summer's wildfires to spread.  
Fountain Grass is sold as an ornamental plant. Buffle Grass, related to Fountain Grass, 
is an additional problem. 
  
Ms. Fenner explained that Malta Star Thistle had been inadvertently introduced when 
bales of contaminated straw were placed along a road.  Ten years later, there are 
38,000 acres of this plant in the Tonto Basin.  Two years ago there were only 5,000 
acres.  This plant kills horses if they eat it.  It is difficult to convince people to do 
something when they don't see a problem.  Malta Star Thistle is spreading into 
Scottsdale by means of earth moving equipment moving from one job site to another.  
Prescribed burns are being done in the Forest.    Volunteer groups are assisting with 
weed pulls.  An environmental assessment must be completed before herbicides can be 
used in the Forest.  It is hoped that the environmental assessment will be completed by 
the end of the year.   
 
Commissioner Fudala asked Ms. Fenner how the Forest started to receive funding.  She 
replied that although nationwide this is a priority issue for the National Forest 
Commission, their budget is still restricted.  She applies for grants to undertake any 
projects.  There are many grants available, as this is such a big concern.  She noted that 
cooperation is a big plus when applying for grants.  Working with other entities would 
make it easier to obtain grants.   
 
In answer to a question from Commissioner Fudala, Ms. Fenner reported that the Forest 
started their program in 2003, although the problem existed prior to inception of the 
program.  Commissioner Fudala asked whether the wildfire danger would be figured into 
the grant decision.  Ms. Fenner stated that the problem has reach the point where it is 
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causing ecosystem function changes and threatening the saguaros, which cannot 
withstand wildfires. 
 
Commissioner Filsinger asked what other courses of action are available, other than 
using herbicides.  He further questioned the disadvantages of the preferred course of 
action.  Ms. Fenner replied that the alternatives are either no action or to use everything 
but herbicides.  She noted that the popular perception is that herbicides are bad 
chemicals; however, sometimes herbicides are what is needed.  Perennial plants with 
deep root systems (up to 12 feet for some species in Arizona) cannot be dug up or 
burned.  The best approach is to use all available methods as appropriate.   Seeds live 
ten years in the soil, so once the weeds are there, control is a long-term proposition. 
 
In response to inquiry by Commissioner Miller, Ms. Fenner stated that volunteers are not 
allowed to perform burns.  Volunteers could be allowed to apply herbicide, if supervised 
by a certified person.  Volunteers typically hand-pull weeds and map.   
 
Commissioner Miller asked if the Forest would share their expertise with the 
Commission.  Ms. Fenner remarked that she would be happy to help.  She is the 
President of the Southwest Vegetation Management Association, a statewide umbrella 
organization for weed management.  She noted that Arizona has no funding, backing, or 
framework for weed management, unlike most other western states and urged the 
Commission to join the Central Arizona Weed Management Area.    
 
Vice-Chair Kovach requested Ms. Fenner's opinion for developing a plan to eradicate 
weeds that are a visibile part of the problem today, as well as prevention over the long 
haul.   Ms. Fenner stressed the importance of education, noting that many landowners 
are unaware that their property is threatened by noxious weeds.  A weed-free hay 
program has just been started in Arizona by the Crop Improvement Association.  
Signage might be crafted to raise awareness of this. In an effort to raise awareness, the 
Forest will have a closure in the fall when only weed-free hay will be permitted on the 
land.  
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead asked Ms. Fenner if she could say where the Malta Star 
Thistle on Pima Road might be coming from.  Ms. Fenner reported that the first one she 
identified looked as if it had been brought in with a creosote bush that had been planted.  
Malta Star Thistle is not on the State weed list, so hay that is certified weed-free might 
still contain seeds.    The Southwest Vegetation Management Association is planning to 
lobby for the State to expand the weed list.     
 
Commissioner Filsinger wondered if all the new development in Scottsdale was actually 
encouraging the spread of weeds.  Ms. Fenner remarked that it would be helpful to 
encourage contractors to wash their equipment before it comes onto the site. 
 
Commissioner Miller inquired as to whether any Arizona municipalities have comprised 
their own list of noxious weeds.  Mr. Meserve noted that Phoenix has a list.  
 
Ms. Miller reported having spoken with Mr. Cafarella and Mr. Gawf regarding the 
imported fill being brought into north Scottsdale.  Commissioner Filsinger added that 
seeding of golf courses is another factor to consider.   
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Ms. Miller had hoped that Ms. Hardy, who represents the City of Scottsdale Native Plant 
Ordinance, could be present at the meeting.  She is very interested, but was unable to 
attend.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to invite her to a future meeting to explore 
ways of working with developers.    
 
Ms. Miller distributed a press release from the Governor's Invasive Species Council.  
The Task Force has been named and Ms. Fenner is a member.  Ms. Miller reported that 
they have been doing what they can at the Preserve, but training on plant recognition is 
needed in order to be effective.   
 
Commissioner Miller noted that he had suggested two resolutions at the September 1 
meeting.  He recognized that the timing and details involved in the long-term solution still 
need to be discussed, but urged that the short-term part of the resolution should move 
forward.  
 
Commissioner Carla commented that the Preserve cannot do this alone.  She noted that 
the City Planning Department would have to be involved; new ordinances would be 
needed to address these issues; HOA's need to be educated.    She opined that the 
template from the Forest would be useful, but with differences in elevation between the 
two areas may not be exactly comparable.  She identified the need to determine  what 
type of joint grant applications are available as well as where the State Land Department 
stands.   
 
Commissioner Carla expressed agreement with Commissioner Miller, that something 
needs to be done immediately.  She noted that the weed-free hay program could be 
started right away and wondered whether the State Land Department has rules for tour 
companies that receive permits to use State lands.    
 
Commissioner Carla expressed concerns in presenting the already overtaxed 
Preservation Unit with too many things to do.  She suggested that some action should 
be taken at this meeting and requested that staff return to the Commission with a plan 
for action in the short and long terms.  She recommended that Ms. Hardy and a 
representative from the Fire Department be present at the next meeting.    
 
Commissioner Carla further suggested that areas for immediate action could include 
working with the Planning Department on new ordinances and working with the Fire 
Department on an education program for the HOAs. 
   
Commissioner Carla requested that staff meet with the Fire Department before the next 
meeting and bring immediate and long-term written recommendations the Commission 
can work on.   
 
Vice-Chair Kovach asked Ms. Fenner if there were any current grant applications they 
could partner on.  Ms. Fenner mentioned the Pulling Together grant from US Fish and 
Wildlife.   
 
Commissioner Miller noted an urgent need to eradicate the noxious species that are 
approaching the Preserve down the washes and roads.  He recommended digging and 
pulling these until the Commission knows more about herbicides.   
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Commissioner Filsinger requested a map identifying noxious species concentrations, 
noting that a such a map would be a good baseline to understand what the nature of the 
problem is.  Commissioner Miller replied that a first map would be very rough and that 
better mapping will be needed in the long term.  
 
Commissioner Carla suggested that volunteers create the first very primitive map, rather 
than giving yet another task to Ms. Miller.  Commissioner Miller indicated that the 
stewards could work on the map and undertook to do a rough prioritization of the order 
in which tasks should be tackled.   
 
Ms Miller noted that Fountain Grass is creeping towards the Lost Dog Wash access 
area.  This will be addressed in the construction process.  In response to inquiry by 
Commissioner Carla, Ms. Miller reported that the requirement for construction crews to 
wash their equipment prior to coming on site is not currently addressed in the design 
guidelines.   
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead noted that the best time of year for effectively attacking 
Tamarisk is fast approaching and suggested some incentive to persuade residents to 
remove existing problem plants.  The golf courses should be included as well.   
 
Chairman DeCabooter noted that the discussion needed to be brought to some 
reasonable closure.    
 
COMMISSIONER CARLA MADE A MOTION AS FOLLOWS:   
 
- JERRY MILLER OF THE MCDOWELL SONORAN CONSERVANCY WILL 

BRING A ROUGH MAP OF WHAT NOXIOUS WEEDS ARE ON THE 
PRESERVE, WITH A ROUGH PRIORITIZATION OF WHAT AREAS NEED TO 
BE ADDRESSED.   

 
- PRESERVATION STAFF WILL WORK DURING THE MONTH WITH THE 

APPROPRIATE CITY DEPARTMENTS AND COME IN WITH A LIST OF 
WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS THEY FEEL THE COMMISSION CAN 
IMPLEMENT IN THE IMMEDIATE SHORT TERM, AND ALSO THE 
CONCEPTS FOR A LONG-TERM PROGRAM TO ADDRESS THE NOXIOUS 
WEED GROWTH ISSUE.   

 
- AT THE NEXT COMMISSION MEETING, MS. HARDY FROM NATIVE 

PLANTS, SOMEONE FROM THE CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT, AND ANY 
OTHER APPROPRIATE GUEST SPEAKERS IDENTIFIED BY THE 
PRESERVATION UNIT, SHOULD BE PRESENT.    

 
COMMISSIONER FILSINGER SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY BY A VOTE OF  9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
Ms. Fenner informed the Commission that Malta Star Thistle is a winter annual which is 
going to start growing in November-December.  The best time to tackle this weed would 
be January.  Landscapers, groundskeepers and gardeners need to be involved as their 
actions can have a significant impact. She noted that there is a group in southern 
Arizona called the Sonoran Desert Weed Whackers, (who dig up Buffle Grass), and 
suggested that they be invited to address the Commission at a future date. 
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Chairman DeCabooter thanked Ms. Fenner and invited her to attend the next meeting. 
 
4.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION: DRAFT MARKETING 
 COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 
 
Vice-Chair Kovach distributed the proposed Marketing Communications Plan.  She 
reported that the promotion sub-committee had met and created what is now the final 
version of the Marketing Communications Plan, which is being proposed to the 
Commission.  She indicated that the Marketing Communications Plan was developed in 
response to the lack of publicity about the Preserve, noting that many newer residents of 
Scottsdale are unaware of the Preserve.  She remarked that after the discussion this 
evening, something about noxious weeds would likely need to be added to the plan.    
She further noted that a staff person from CAFA has not yet been designated and 
department staff are doing their best. 
   
COMMISSIONER FUDALA MADE A MOTION THAT THE COMMISSION RECEIVE 
THE MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS PLAN AND CARRY IT TO THE NEXT 
AGENDA FOR FORMAL ENDORSEMENT.  COMMISSIONER GULICK SECONDED 
THE MOTION.    
 
Carla commented that this is a strategic document that needs to be reviewed by 
Commissioners; however, by virtue of having been distributed in a public meeting, it is 
now a public document.  She urged Commission Members to use caution with 
dispersion of the document. 
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead asked whether the plan had been reviewed by the City 
Attorney's office, as noted in the minutes of their presentation at the previous meeting.  
Vice-Chair Kovach indicated that staff would see to that.   
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead noted that a member of the City Attorney's staff 
commented about the sensitivity of launching this program at the same time that this 
campaign is in full force, without indication of  whether he opposed or supported it.  She 
requested clarification of that comment.  Chairman DeCabooter stated that the 
Commission has always had a communications plan; this is a more formal renewal of 
that plan and is not something that is being done because of a potential election.  Vice-
Chair Kovach noted that the sub-committee gives recommendations and direction, but 
the policy is implemented as staff see fit.  
 
THE MOTION CARRIED  WITHA UNANIMOUS VOTE OF  9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
5.  UPDATE:  CONSERVING ARIZONA'S FUTURE 
 
Commissioner Carla reported that the Mayor kicked-off the drive for petition signatures.  
She thanked everyone who had helped and remarked that this was the best kick-off in 
the state so far.  Signatures are coming in at a good rate.   
 
Petitions will be available as follows:  
 
- Cook-out at the Ranch on October 8.   
- Coalition of Pinnacle Peak meeting on October 10 at 7:00 p.m. at Legend Trails  
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- The DC Ranch Tour de Scottsdale on October 16  
- The Mayor's Breakfast which will feature the Preserve on October 20 at 7:30 a.m. 

at the Center for the Arts.   
 
Commissioner Carla noted that at the Mayor's Breakfast, the petitions will be outside at 
the Conservancy table.  The City is not sponsoring that part of the morning.   
 
Commissioner Carla distributed an updated list of petition supporters, noting that Valley 
Forward has come on board as well as Arizona Public Service.    
 
Commissioner Carla further reported that the Arizona Cattlemen's Association has 
concerns about the initiative because it affects how State Trust land is managed.  They 
have started a campaign to raise questions about Conserving Arizona's Future.  A 
document has been prepared to try to rile up hunters by erroneously claiming that this 
initiative would make it impossible to hunt on State land in rural areas.  This is untrue.  
An additional document is being circulated to minor beneficiaries like the Arizona State 
Hospital, stating that they will lose millions of dollars.  The document omits the upside, 
which is that this will actually allow more money to come in for them; otherwise, the 
State Land Department would not support this initiative.  Commissioner Carla urged 
everyone to collect signatures.  
 
6.  DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
 None. 
 
7.  PRESERVE MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
Ms. Miller reported that Mr. Cafarella has been in condemnation hearings for one of the 
Preserve parcels for the past couple of weeks.    Staff is anxious to see what the 
outcome will be.   
 
Ms.  Miller had also attended the Mayor's kick-off event for Conserving Arizona's Future .   
  
Ms. Miller informed the Commission that the Bell Loop and the Bell Pass Trail have now 
been flagged.  The archeological survey will take place next week. The  contract will be 
available for bidding in November.  The pre-bid meeting is scheduled for November 18.  
A small equestrian group will be getting a sneak peak at Wingate Pass Trail on October 
29.    
 
Mr. Meserve referenced the presentation by the City Attorney during the September 
meeting.  Communications have been received from the City Attorney in the interim, 
strongly recommending limited use of e-mail communications between Members 
between meetings, to avoid the problem of forwarded e-mails violating the Open Meeting 
Law.   Commissioner Carla recommended that when writing e-mail, it is a good practice 
to blind copy, "bcc," the recipients, rather than addressing each of them in the address 
line.  This makes it impossible for someone to hit "Reply All" inadvertently.   
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead reported that she had been told by a hiker friend that 
Sunrise Trail is badly eroded because of the rains.  The drainage is so eroded that water 
runs directly down the trail.  Ms. Miller noted that some of the stewards checked out the 
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trails and reported not seeing any problems.  She will request that the stewards revisit 
this.   
 
8. FUTURE EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR MCDOWELL SONORAN  PRESERVE 
COMMISSION 
   
COMMISSIONER MILLER MADE A MOTION TO HOLD AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
ON NOVEMBER 3, 2005, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PUBLIC BODY AND CONSULTATION WITH CITY 
ATTORNEY FOR LEGAL ADVICE TO CONSIDER ITS POSITION AND INSTRUCT 
ITS REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING NEGOTIATING FOR THE PURCHASE OR 
LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR INCLUSION IN THE MCDOWELL SONORAN 
PRESERVE.  COMMISSIONER FUDALA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH A VOTE OF 9 (NINE) TO 0 (ZERO). 
 
9. COMMISSIONER'S COMMENTS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
 
Commissioner Fudala reported that the domain name: "Wingatepass.com" had been for 
sale on E-Bay. The starting bid was $5,000.  She noted that Irvin McDowell would be 
187 years old on October 15.   
 
Commissioner Linda Whitehead inquired as to whether the Commissioners are expected 
to attend the Mayor's Breakfast.  Commissioner Carla informed that CAFA is mailing out 
the invitations and that Commission Members are on the list.   
 
10.  AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
 
Commissioner Carla stated that the Commission needs an update on the status of the 
official name changes for Drinkwater Peak, et cetera.  The maps in the field guide need 
to be current.   
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, and no need for an executive session, the meeting 
adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
AV-Tronics, Inc. 


